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won five out of the six electoral votes of California
and came near getting the three votes of Oregon
also. In the popular vote of the whole country
Garfield had a plurality of less than ten thousand
in a total vote of over nine million.

The peculiarities of the party system which has
been developed in American politics forces upon
the President the occupation of employment, agent.
as one of his principal engagements. The conten-
tion over official patronage, always strong and ar-
dent upon the accession of every new President,
was aggravated in Garfield's case by the factional
war of which his own nomination was a phase. Tin*.
factions of the Republican party in New York at
this period were known as the "Stalwarts" and tin*
"Half-Breeds," the former adhering to the leader-
ship of Senator Conkling, the latter to the leader-
ship of Mr. Elaine, whom President Garfield had
.appointed to be his Secretary of State. Soon after
the inauguration of Garfield it became manifest
that he would favor the " Half-Breeds"; hut under
the Constitution appointments are made by and
with the advice and consent of the Senate and both
the Senators from New York were "Stalwarts/1
Although the Constitution contemplates the action
of the entire Senate as the advisory body in matters